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CONFERENCE COMMITTEE REPORT DIGEST

Senate Bill No. 302 by Senator Appel

Keyword and summary of the bill as proposed by the Conference Committee

SCHOOLS. Requires BESE to assign letter grades to public schools and school districts
reflective of their performance, assess the performance of the state superintendent of education,
and provides relative to unfunded mandates on local school systems. (gov sig)

Report rejects House amendments which would have:

1. Required approval from the Senate Committee on Education and the House
Committee on Education prior to implementation of the school performance letter
grade system.

Report amends the bill to:

1. Requires BESE to annually assess the effectiveness of the state superintendent of
education in performing his duties in implementing the minimum foundation
program of education in the public schools and report its findings and
determinations to the governor, the leadership of the Senate and the House of
Representatives, and specified legislative committees.

2. Amends the provisions of Section 2 of the Act that originated as House Bill No.
1368 of the 2010 Regular Session of the Louisiana Legislature relative to
compliance with unfunded mandates imposed on local public school boards to
provide exceptions for certain rules, regulations, and policies promulgated by the
State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education.

Digest of the bill as proposed by the Conference Committee

Proposed law provides that in addition to any other performance related labels or designations
assigned to public schools and school districts pursuant to the school and district accountability
system, the State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education, in consultation with parents,
teachers, school administrators, and other education stakeholders, shall develop a letter grade
system reflective of school and district performance that shall include, but not necessarily be
limited to, the following:

1.  Assignment of a letter grade to each public elementary and secondary school and school



district based upon the current method of determining school and district performance
scores. Provides that any school that has been labeled academically unacceptable shall be
assigned a grade of "F".

2.  Inclusion of the letter grade assigned to each public school and school district in the
school report cards compiled by the Dept. of Education and distributed to parents and in
any public release of school and district performance scores.

3. Recognition of high performing, high poverty schools and high schools with graduation
rates that exceed the state average when information relative to school and district
performance scores and letter grades are publicly released.

Proposed law requires the State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education (BESE) to
annually assess the effectiveness of the state superintendent of education in performing his duties
in implementing the minimum foundation program of education in all public elementary and
secondary schools as established by the board based on the following factors:

1. Establishing productive and effective working relationships with the members of the
State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education and properly executing and
implementing the educational policies and programs under the supervision and control of
the board and the laws affecting schools under the jurisdiction of the board.

2. Establishing productive and effective working relationships with members of the
legislature, local school boards and governing authorities of charter schools, and teacher,
parent, and community organizations on issues impacting public elementary and
secondary education.

3. Providing schools and school systems with adequate technical support to assist them in
implementing the minimum foundation program and formula and related laws, rules, and,
regulations, including those related to educational and fiscal responsibility and
accountability.

4. Any other factors deemed appropriate by the board.

Requires BESE to conduct such assessment and submit a written report of its findings and
determinations to the governor, the president of the Senate, the Senate Committee on Education,
the Senate Committee on Finance, the speaker of the House of Representatives, the House
Committee on Education,  and the House Committee on Appropriations, not later than December
thirtieth of each year.

Proposed law, as contained in Section 2 of House Bill No. 1368 of the 2010 Regular Session,
provides that beginning with the effective date of such proposed law, no city, parish, or other
local public school board shall be required to comply with any unfunded mandate imposed by
state law or any rule, regulation, or policy promulgated by the State Board of Elementary and
Secondary Education.



Proposed law, as contained in Section 2 of Senate Bill No. 302 of the 2010 Regular Session,
amends proposed law as provided in Section 2 of House Bill No. 1368 of the 2010 Regular
Session relative to compliance with unfunded mandates imposed upon local public school boards
to provide for exceptions for any BESE rule, regulation, or policy which:

1.  Is adopted to comply with a federal mandate.
2. Will have no fiscal impact on the affected school system.
3. Relates to implementation of the state school and district accountability system.
4. Relates to implementation of the minimum foundation program formula as required by

Article VIII, Section 13(B) of the Louisiana Constitution.
5. Is adopted by a motion upon the favorable vote of at least nine members of the board.

Effective upon signature of the governor or lapse of time for gubernatorial action.

(Adds R.S. 17:7(28) and 10.1(D))


